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In this new commentary for the Belief series, award-winning author and theologian Willie James

Jennings explores the relevance of the book of Acts for the struggles of today. While some see Acts

as the story of the founding of the Christian church, Jennings argues that it is so much more,

depicting revolution life in the disrupting presence of the Spirit of God. According to Jennings, Acts

is like Genesis, revealing a God who is moving over the land, "putting into place a holy repetition

that speaks of the willingness of God to invade our every day and our every moment." He reminds

us that Acts took place in a time of Empire, when the people were caught between diaspora Israel

and the Empire of Rome. The spirit of God intervened, offering new life to both. Jennings shows that

Acts teaches how people of faith can yield to the Spirit to overcome the divisions of our present

world.
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Willie James Jennings is Associate Professor of Systematic Theology and Africana Studies at Yale

Divinity School. He is the author of The Christian Imagination: Theology and the Origins of Race,

which received the American Academy of Religion Award for Excellence in the Study of Religion in

the Constructive-Reflective category as well as the Grawemeyer Award in Religion, the largest prize

for a theological work in North America. A prolific writer and highly sought-after speaker, he is also

an ordained Baptist minister.



A theologically-deep, encouraging word from Dr. Jennings. This book has enlivened my preaching

and spiritual walk. I'm recommending it to everyone!

Dr. Jennings provides excellent insights and provides an imaginative perspective.
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